
AMS major requires 
10 four-credit courses (listed below) 

for 40 credits total 
Required Elective Course Title 

AMS prefix 

3 Required 
Core Courses 

AMS prefix 

AMS 201 Analytic field 

AMS 202 Analytic field 

AMS 340 Analytic field 

History / Change over time 

7 Required 
Electives 

Transnational / Diasporic / Global / 
Comparative Perspective 

AMS prefix 
(in addition to core courses) 

Analytic field 

History / Change over time 

Transnational / Diasporic / Global / 
Comparative Perspective 

AMS Major Requirements Worksheet 

Focus Course Title 
(4 courses may be selected from the electives listed above) 



https://www.smith.edu/academics/american-studies 

https://catalog.smith.edu/ 

Transnational / Diasporic / Global / Comparative Perspective = One course that studies culture and society from a transnational/diasporic/global/comparative 
perspective. 

Analytic field = Three courses, chosen in consultation with the student’s advisor, that engage one or more of the analytic fields found in the major 
requirements on the AMS webpage or in the course catalog. Students must cover at least three different analytical fields to complete the major. 

Focus = Although AMS emphasizes interdisciplinary study, by the end of their senior year students should be able to name an area of focus in which they have 
taken 4 courses to identify their personalized pathway through the major. As a reference point, previous examples include Popular Culture, Race & Ethnicity, 
and Museums & Public History, but we emphasize that each student will construct and name their own focus in consultation with their adviser. 

History / Change over time = One course that studies the past and explores change over time. (such courses can be found in a wide variety of departments 
including AMS, HST, AFR, ENG, ARH, FMS, & GOV) 
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